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The Sea beneath rise
Crying screaming flood the land
Weeping willow tree

| arrived in Japan March, 2011 to visit a society infused by
elements of nature, honor, grace and ritual. As an artist, |
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L came away with an admiration and great respect for the +lﬂ

o) R people; their sense of order, beauty, and love of nature, Little I'“,TI“ ¥

el b did | know that | would be part of ane of the most devastating [ L‘iiij‘
i‘ :j I_é natural disasters in the history of Japan. ﬁ‘ ; il:
i Eﬁﬁ, Having experienced the Great Tohoku Earthquake 3/11/11, Hl;i
I“:' 4|'¢:; watching the subsequent tsunami, | felt true helplessness. | ﬁtll.é
j;{-}};{' came away from the experience totally distraught knowing | '151
Hﬁll needed to do something for the people. ;E'
}I|tlI As a sculptor, | created a series of three bronze sculptures, so % utl]\
}1 .["-‘1 future generations and visitors alike will not forget the Il’-f-! {4
F ;L_'_‘f. | devastation this community endured. The sculptures titled m:;+ i
”.}}“%/ Mamoru, Sendai, and Fukkou are the embodiment of feelings TN ;ii
;EH' par s and emations, thus they are meant to be symbolic rather than ] [
Lﬁa representative. The fright and fear of the people that day is

portrayed through Mamoru. Sendai symbolizes the
overwhelming helplessness of a people totally inundated by
the forces of nature. Fukkou, the third in the series, signifies
the resurgence of the people while resurrecting their lives and
their city; to retum to a balanced peace, harmony and
tranquility.

The sculptures are meant to be a physical reminder to future
generations of the devastation that day, while symbolizing the
ability of a people to move forward, while never forgetting.

Maidy Morhous _g/ff_'. /E-r_: | 2
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N CITY OF

| RIVERSIDE

February 28, 2013

As you get ready to dedicate the bronze sculptures created by Maidy Morhous in
commemoration of the devastating 2011 earthquake and tsunami that took the
lives of so many and fractured the lives of so many others, know that the bonds
between our two communities and cities are strong. They are as strong as the
time in 1951 when Mrs. Shizue Ohwaki visited the bedside of James Halverson
in a Sendai hospital, as strong as in 2007 when we celebrated the 50t
anniversary of the Sister City relationship between Riverside and Sendai, and as
strong as in March and April, 2011 when Riverside rose as one to answer the
call of the Sendal community in the aftermath of the earthquake and tsunami.

Our relationship is strong because of citizens dedicated to the Sister City
cause—citizens like Maidy Morhous, International Relations Council {IRC)
Sendai Committee Chair Yoko Boucher, Chairman Kenji Suzuki and members of
the Orange Club, Dr. Kaoru Yosjinaga, Mr. Kazumi Suzuki, Mrs. Kimiyo Hozawa,
SIRA, Sendai Mayor Emiko Okuyama and her administration, Riverside City
Council and Mayor's Office, and countless others. My own inspiration and
support for the Sister City program and the International Relations Council
come from my great aunt and IRC President Edna Lockhart. The Sendai
relationship was close to her heart.

I know that the Riverside-Sendai relationship will continue ta grow stronger,

and our bonds even closer, because of dedicated Sister City volunteers and
friends gathered here at SIRA for the dedication of Morhous sculptures.

PRIDE IN RIVERSIDE AND SENDAI!

William "Rusty” Bal
Mayor 7




MAIDY MORHOUS - Bronze Sculptors for
the people of Japan

Mamoru (to protect);

Is the first in the Tohoku Series and represents a
woman clutching her child as she frantically runs
from the overpowering torrent of the Tsunami.
Water slicks off her leg, clothes and hair soaked,
and the look of pure terror upon her face. The
people of Sendai were caught totally off guard
when the Tsunami hit 45 minutes after the 9.0
earthquake in their region.




Sendai;
The second bronze in the series, represents the people of
Sendai overwhelmed by the horrific event. Thousands of
Sendai people perished because they were caught totally
unaware of the impending danger, or not get out of its way.




Fukkou (resurgence);
The third in the series symbolizes the people of Sendai pushing
forward, persevering, resurrecting their lives and their city.
One of the Japanese’s foremost values is that of respect; respect
for their elders, nature, and sense of order.
The Japanese will moan their dead, respect the destructive force
of nature and then diligently work to return to a balanced peace,
harmony and tranquility.

Artist Statement:

“The act creating is an emotional release; it centers one, giving an inner
peace which allows us to reflect no only on who we are but how we think
and feel. I realize now, that the pride of being an artist comes not from

what one sells, butt the inner peace one derives from the act of creating.”
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To promote peace through mutual respect, understanding, and
cooperation - one individual, one community at a time.
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